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Design Standards using the Michigan.gov Brand 
 
Introduction 
The Michigan.gov logo and banner design standards are based on current the 
Michigan.gov branding established with the portal web site at www.michigan.gov.  
During the process of moving all state agency sites to the Vignette Content 
Management Platform, additional branding was needed to support applications 
that remained on state servers as well as non-vignette applications being built by 
outside vendors. This document encompasses those standards into tangible and 
intangible elements, such as consistent tone and visual brand, that define the 
Michigan.gov state brand identity.  

The purpose of this document is to communicate these design standards, conventions 
and idioms to be used in the creation and maintenance of the Michigan.gov Agency 
Migration web sites and apply the information architecture adopted by Michigan.gov. 
 
These standards apply to look and feel (e.g., fonts, colors, graphic buttons, icons 
and photography), navigation blueprint, location and position  of required 
elements including policies, copyrights and other key elemnts of the Michigan.gov 
brand. 

 

Visual Style Requirements – Standard Page Elements 
There are a number of page elements that comprise the Michigan.gov brand. Some 
elements are standard and required across all page displays, while others remain 
optional – to be applied through the design requirements process depending on the 
application’s navigation. 
 
There are several basic assumptions that comprise the standard information architecture 
of any application design layout. They include: 

1. 800 x 600 pixel optimized screen resolution (256 color minimum) 
2. 450 pixel above the fold priority for primary content display 
3. 740 pixel maximum width build display 
4. Display correctly in both IE (Internet Explorer) 4.X and NS (NetScape) 4.X 

 
Required Page Elements 
These elements appear on all pages, except where otherwise specified: they include: 

1. Michigan.gov co-branded Agency or Cross agency banner header region 
2. Sub Header Top navigation with embedded links and optional search features 
3. Application Body Area and for main content 
4. Footer with policy and special features links 
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Banner Header - 740x100 pixels 
The banner header area contains the static image of the agency or cross agency logo, 
the agency, division or commission name, and the Michigan.gov brand element featuring 
the state coat-of-arms and Michigan lighthouse lakeshore image. See page 19-28 for a 
complete review. 
 
This image solution comprises the bulk of the Michigan.gov brand elements and has 
been implemented across all agencies. This standard applies to all web display pages for 
both Internet, Intranet, Extranet or any other web delivery or on-line service in place or 
planned for the State of Michigan. It also is intended for any Commercial Off-the-Shelf 
(COTS) web applications purchased from vendors (Seibel, Lawson etc.). In cases where 
there is little or constrained ability to customize applications to accommodate the look 
and feel requirements outlined in this document, please contact the e-Michigan 
Office/webmaster for a more detailed analysis and solution. 
 
Special Notes regarding Banner Header Hyper-linking 
For all versions of the banner header, the region identified to the far left (containing the 
agency or cross agency logo and agency name) will hyper-link to the parent agency 
web site (www.michigan.gov/agencyname). This area is specifically designated with the 
following dimensions: 475x100 pixels. 
 
The remaining area to the far right will hyper-link to the Michigan.gov portal home 
page (www.michigan.gov). This area is specifically designated with the following 
dimensions: 265x100 pixels. 
 
475x100                   265x100 

 


